
Minutes of the Southington Commission on DisAbilities 

March 8, 2016 6:30 pm Southington Chamber of Commerce Offices 

 

In attendance: Marlene Carbone, Mary Etter, Lori Holm, Karen Leary, Sue Spatafore 

Excused: George Pohorilak, Carmillia Kimmel, Lisa Jansson 

Guests: Margaret Bodell, UArts and Judy Roberge, Arc of Southington 

Commissioner Leary, acting as Chair in the absence of Chair Pohorilak, called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm. 

It was determined that there was a quorum. 

Public Forum – There was no one in attendance from the public other than our invited guests. 

Presentation – Judy Roberge started by thanking the commission for the invitation to speak. She mentioned that 

she has been at Arc of Southington for 30 years, 20 years as the Recreation Director. 

She shared the recreation calendar, and told the commission that the program serves individuals with 

developmental disabilities from 18 years old to 70 years plus. They also do some activities that are not on the 

calendar. The program is funded by a grant from the Town of Southington. 

A question was asked about whether individuals could drop in, or do they have to pre-register? It’s important for 

Judy and her staff to have at least some limited medical information, so pre-registration is required. Some 

activities are limited to a certain number of participants. The biggest problem is transportation. 

The annual golf tournament funds staffing and the bus for a travel group that plans on spending 6 days in 

Vermont. They have 19 rooms booked in Stowe this summer – other times they have taken cruises. 

The grant pays for a van, Judy and her two staff, supplies, and some of the trips. Some participants do come 

from other towns. Where are the gaps? Transportation and funding to help individuals who cannot pay for trips 

are issues right now. 

Arc of Southington also supports a self advocacy group called A New Way – it’s a chapter of a national group 

called People First. 

Margaret Bodell spoke next. The program that is run out of Southington Community Cultural Arts (SoCCA) is  

called Arc Arts for Art Reaching Community. Margaret is working with Mary Decroce and Judy to support some 

of the Arc’s individuals in the program. The program is student-driven. 

Margaret showed some art from the New Haven UArts program – these are the types of things that the group in 

Southington might do (top of ottoman, silk scarves). The items are for sale on Etsy, and the individuals get a 

commission of 70% of the sales price. 

They start with simple projects, and they are hoping the Center will be open by summer. 

Margaret asked if she could get a letter of support from the commission for the program – this will help her with 

grants. The commission thought that was a good idea. 



Secretary’s Report – Commissioner Etter reported that Commissioner Kimmel had sent her some additional 

invoices that she had mentioned at the meeting but were not reflected in the draft minutes. Commissioner 

Holm made a motion to accept the minutes from the February 9, 2016 meeting as amended at Commissioner 

Kimmel’s request. Commissioner Carbone seconded. The vote was unanimous.  

Treasurer’s Report – Commissioner Leary reported in Commissioner Kimmel’s absence that our balance was 

$6,314.67 as of the time of the meeting.  

Old Business 

Report on February 28th event – Many people took Special Needs Registry applications. We got rid of all of the 

old bags from previous events. Those who had attended thought it was a great opportunity to interact with the 

community and that it was money well spent. Next year we will make sure to request electricity in advance and 

also try to have something interactive for those who stopped to talk with us. 

Special Needs Registry – Three forms were dropped off at the Police Station. Commissioner Leary said that she 

spoke with Captain Palmieri and will try to set up a meeting when Chair Pohorilak returns. We need 900 flyers 

for Board of Ed. We found out we can use the town copier, that we just need to speak with Pat Berardinelli 

(secretary to the Town Manager). 

Spring Event – Save the Date was passed out at the Family Fun Fest and will be sent to the entire commission for 

their use in publicizing the event. We are trying to get on a town council meeting agenda, which also gets us on 

public access. Students were sent the invitation so that they could present some of their assistive technology. 

New Business 

Website - Commissioner Leary offered to circulate the contact information so that it can be updated. 

Stenographer – Commissioner Etter asked the group to consider funding a stenographer for minutes. It is 

difficult to keep up with them, and it’s also hard to participate fully in the meeting while trying to take minutes. 

Apple Harvest Booth – it was mentioned that perhaps we could consider staffing our own booth at the Apple 

Harvest Festival. Commissioners present felt that it would be difficult to staff it and also costly. We could bring it 

up at the next meeting as well. 

Commissioner Carbone made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. Second by Commissioner Spatafore, 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Mary Etter, Secretary 


